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BURGH  OF  FALKIRK. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


To  the  Secretary,  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 
and  the  Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors 
of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk. 

Mrs.  Wright  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  entailed  in 
D.H.S.  Circular  No.  146/1948  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1948. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  D.  FINLAYSON, 
M.B.E.,  T.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1948. 


General. 

The  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  July 
made  the  year  1948  an  outstanding  one  in  the  history  of 
Public  Health.  The  Act  divests  the  Local  Authority  of 
several  functions  formerly  carried  out  by  them  and  adds 
others  thereto.  It  would  be  easy  to  criticise  but  it  would 
be  unfair  to  do  so  in  any  destructive  sense  owing  to  the  short 
time  the  Act  has  been  in  operation.  It  was  to  be  expected, 
of  course,  at  the  outset,  that  there  would  be  many  difficulties, 
those  difficulties  were  perhaps  not  so  big  as  anticipated  and’ 
in  point  of  fact,  the  take-over  went  particularly  smoothly 
in  this  area. 

As  with  all  new  regulations  the  anomalies  are  becoming 
apparent  and  it  is  fortunate  that,  in  light  of  experience, 
such  a gigantic  scheme  as  the  National  Health  Service  can 
be  re-adjusted.  The  one  criticism  which  might  be  made  is 
upon  the  Tuberculosis  scheme  and  I do  feel  particularly 
strongly  about  this  division  of  responsibility  in  regard  to 
the  Tuberculosis  patients.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  divide 
the  supervision  in  the  way  suggested  in  the  Act  and,  while 
the  Local  Health  Department  is  probably  intimately  in- 
formed of  the  individual  circumstances  of  each  case,  unless 
there  is  absolute  co-operation  between  the  Local  Health 
Authorities  and  those  administering  the  Tuberculosis 
scheme  the  patient  will  undoubtedly  fall  between  two 
administrative  stools.  Again,  in  this  connection,  I feel  that 
the  regionalisation  of  Sanatorium  accommodation  is  not  for 
the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  patients.  Formerly  it  was  pos- 
sible to  obtain  Sanatorium  accommodation  somewhere  in 
Britain,  now  the  tendency  is  towards  keeping  the  patients 
to  the  Sanatoria  within  the  individual  regions.  Undoubtedly 
the  whole  problem  of  Sanatorium  accommodation  is  further 
complicated  by  the  lack  of  staff  but  here,  I am  afraid,  the 
unfortunate  propaganda  of  the  past  will  take  some  consider- 
able time  to  eradicate  and  certainly  the  suggestions  which 
stimulated  fear  in  intending  applicants  requires  some  con- 
siderable explaining  away.  It  should  be  definitely  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  public  that,  provided  the  individual  has 
a good  resistance,  there  is  little  fear  of  the  disease  being 
contracted  during  the  nursing  thereof. 

As  in  former  years,  I still  would  advocate  a National 
scheme  for  dealing  with  Tuberculosis  and  not  to  leave  it 
to  the  various  regions  to  administer.  I would  also  advo- 
cate a much  greater  liason  between  those  of  us  who  are  all 
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too  familiar  with  the  domestic,  economic,  and  environmental 
conditions  of  the  individual  cases,  and  the  regional  admini- 
strators. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Coming  to  the  year  1948  as  a whole,  it  is  satis- 
factory to  report  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was 
37  in  comparison  with  that  of  Scotland  as  a whole,  which 
was  45  and,  with  the  average  large  Burghs,  which  was  48, 
Falkirk  is  indeed  in  a happy  position.  However  happy  the 
position  may  be  it  does  not  mean  that  we  must  complacently 
stand  by  patting  ourselves  on  the  back,  so  to  speak,  but 
continue  to  make  every  effort  to  reduce  this  still  further. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

In  so  far  as  the  scheme  for  Vaccination  and  Immunisa- 
tion is  concerned  little  criticism  can  be  made  other  than 
suggesting  more  whole-hearted  support  in  an  attempt  to 
achieve  a 100  per  cent.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  — 
again  an  ideal. 

Infectious  Disease. 

It  is  also  satisfactory  to  see  that,  during  the  year  under 
review,  only  36  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  of  which 
only  22  were  confirmed.  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  were 
432  and  189  respectively  and  showed  an  increase  in  incidence 
from  the  previous  report.  There  were  no  deaths  from  any 
of  the  principal  epidemic  diseases,  although  one  case  is 
reported  having  died  of  Diphtheria.  This  is  not  a true  case 
of  Diphtheria  as  the  patient  died  from  another  condition 
which  had  existed  prior  to  contracting  Diphtheria  and 
actually  occurred  some  considerable  time  after  the 
Diphtheria  had  cleared  up. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  37  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  9 
cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  1948.  This  is 
a slight  reduction  from  1947  but  must  not  be  taken  to  mean 
that  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  on  the  decrease. 

Housing. 

I would  merely  express  my  thanks  to  the  Housing 
Department  for  the  excellent  co-operation  they  have  given 
in  re-housing  on  grounds  of  health  many  of  the  cases  which 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department. 

Midwifery  Services. 

In  so  far  as  the  new  Act  deals  with  Midwifery  Services 
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the  Scheme  within  the  Burgh  is  operating  very  satisfac- 
tory although  there  are  several  points  which  might  be 
modified  and  doubtless  they  will  be,  as  a result  of  the  trial 
and  error  methods  at  present  being  operated.  Within  the 
Burgh  an  attempt  was  made,  for  example,  to  have  all  the 
women  tested  for  Rh.  Factor  in  the  early  months  of  preg- 
nancy so  that  should  they  require  to  be  removed  to  the 
Local  Maternity  Unit  as  an  emergency  or  require  the 
assistance  of  the  Mobile  Unit  the  Rh.  Factor  would  be 
known  and  thus  much  time  could  be  saved,  also  this  would 
reduce  the  drain  on  the  blood  bank.  At  the  same  time  it 
was  hoped  that  arrangements  would  be  made  to  have  each 
case  x-rayed  about  the  8th  month  of  pregnancy.  These 
were  ideals  and  again  achievement  was  defeated  by  the 
human  element  largely  due  to  lack  of  co-operation  and 
non-utilismg  of  the  facilities  afforded. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to 
the  Nursing  Service  so  efficiently  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  Miss  Stewart.  Falkirk  is  indeed  fortunate 
m having  such  an  excellent  staff  of  nurses,  whose  untiring 
and  unfailing  devotion  to  duty  has  so  ably  performed  the 
work  entrusted  to  them.  Their  endurance  and  sympathy 
their  relation  to  the  patient  and  their  co-operation  with  the 
Departments  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  community 
play  a very  important  part  in  contributing  to  the  health  of 
the  Burgh.  All  I should  like  to  say  here  is  that  the  accom- 
modation available  for  the  staff  determines  the  numbers 
employed,  resulting  in  a tendency  to  over-working  the  staff 
at  present  employed.  Time,  however,  will  remedy  this,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  staff  will  be  in- 
creased. 


I wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to: — 


Drs.  Jean  and  John  Horne  for  their  Report  on 
Maternity  Unit  of  Falkirk  Royal  Infirmary. 


the 


Mr.  French,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  Report 
on  Factories,  Food  Supply  and  other  relevant  information. 


Mr.  Gibson,  Burgh  Engineer,  for  his  Report  on  the 
bewage  Works. 


Professor  Mackie  for  his  Report  on  Bacteriological 
Examinations  carried  out  on  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk. 
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Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 
the  Year  1948. 


Population 

(Total  at  30th  June,  1948) 
Birth-rate  per  1,000 
Death-rate 
All  Tuberculosis 
.Respiratory  Tuberculosis 


J 


so 

a> 

00 
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Total  Deaths 
Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza  . 

Bronchitis  & Pneumonia 


Illegitimate  Births 
per  Cent,  of  Total  Births 

Infantile  Mortality  . 

Total  Births 

Deaths  from  all  Puerperal 
Causes  .... 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis 

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 
peral Conditions  . 


All  Puerperal  Conditions 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal 

Conditions 


Scotland 

Large  Burghs 

5,169,217 

2,802,525 

19.4 

19.6 

11.8 

12.0 

3,901 

2,618 

3,415 

2,318 

60,979 

33,545 

74 

49 

7 

5 

63 

28 

31 

19 

140 

65 

4,041 

2,564 

5.8 

5.5 

45 

48 

100,344 

54,828 

160 

86 

30 

12 

130 

74 

1.6 

1.6 

0.3 

0.2 

1.3 

1.3 

Falkirk 


38,499 

18.4 

11.3 

23 

20 


435 


1 

1 

40 


4.4 

37 

707 


1 


1 


1.4 


1.4 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  for  the  past  Ten  Years. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1938 

353 

325 

678 

33 

11.6 

8.0 

1939 

303 

297 

600 

20 

12.4 

3.3 

1940 

322 

283 

605 

28 

15.4 

4.6 

1941 

317 

289 

606 

31 

13.6 

5.1 

1942 

311 

295 

606 

37 

12.8 

6.1 

1943 

297 

292 

589 

40 

14.9 

6.8 

1944 

337 

329 

666 

59 

15.0 

8.9 

1945 

297 

286 

583 

38 

14.6 

6.5 

1946 

431 

349 

780 

54 

20.3 

6.9 

1947 

399 

405 

804 

31 

20.9 

3.9 

1948 

379 

328 

707 

31 

18.4 

4.4 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths  for  the  past 
Ten  Years. 


1 

Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1938 

33 

49.0 

1939 

45 

75.0 

1940 

34 

56.0 

1941 

29 

48.0 

1942 

32 

53.0 

1943 

31 

53.0 

1944 

30 

45.0 

1945 

36 

62.0 

1946 

45 

58.0 

1947 

34 

42.0 

1948 

26 

37.0 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths  for  the  past  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths 
Registered 

Death  Rate. 

Population. 

1938 

401 

10.5 

38,173 

1939 

429 

11.2 

38,212 

1940 

499 

14.0 

35,643 

1941 

424 

12.3 

34,500 

1942 

394 

11.6 

34,030 

1943 

453 

13.5 

33,663 

1944 

462 

13.6 

33,971 

1945 

453 

13.2 

34,227 

1946 

461 

12.7 

36,700 

1947 

454 

13.0 

38,435 

1948 

435 

12.5 

38,499 
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FALKIRK  VICTORIA  MEMORIAL  NURSING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Summary  of  Work  from  1st  January  - 4th  July,  1948. 


Cases  continued  from  previous  year 

143 

New  cases  nursed 

358 

501 

Results. 

Convalescent 

356 

Transferred  to  Hospital  

15 

Deaths 

14 

Remaining  on  books  

116 

501 

Nature  of  Cases  Nursed. 

Medical 

196 

Visits 

8,292 

Surgical 

74 

Visits 

2,431 

Maternity  

86 

Visits 

1,395 

Casual  

— 

Visits 

86 

356 

12,204 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Domiciliary  Visits. 


Ante-Natal  

Post-Natal  

Infants  

Children,  1-5  years 
Infectious  Diseases  contacts 
Tuberculosis  Supervisory 
Tuberculosis  Nursing 


1st  visit. 

Re-visit. 

Total. 

239 

318 

557 

446 

72 

518 

373 

2,639 

3,012 

90 

3,463 

3,553 

35 

140 

175 

— 

— 

858 

— 

— 

182 

8,855 
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CLINIC  ATTENDANCES. 


Kerse  Lane. 


No.  of  Pts.  Visits. 

Ante-Natal  ...  203  1,411 

Infants  ...  192  1,058 

Children,  1-5  yrs.  124  547 


519  3,016- 


No.  of  Pts.  Visits. 

Tuberculosis 

104 

728 

Light  therapy 

322 

1,411 

Scabies  ... 

66 

224 

T.B.  Contacts  .. 

608 

1,543 

1,100 

3,906 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A.P.T. — 1st  Injection  ...  99 

2nd  Injection...  123 
Boosting  Dose  3 


Whooping-Cough  and 
Diphtheria. 

D.P.P. — 1st  Injection  ...  58 

2nd  Injection...  31 
3rd  Injection  ...  14 


Whooping-Cough. 


1st  Injection  . . . 

...  43 

2nd  Injection... 

...  41 

3rd  Injection  ... 

...  47 

131 

Vaccinations  ... 

...  23 

Camelon  Clinic. 

No.  of  Pts.  No.  of  Visits. 

Infants  85  673 

Children,  1-5  years 33  392 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A.P.T. — 1st  Injection  ...  71 

2nd  Injection...  69 
Boosting  Dose  2 


Whooping-Cough  and 
Diphtheria. 

D.P.P. — 1st  Injection  ...  13 

2nd  Injection...  8 
3rd  Injection  ...  — 


Whooping-Cough. 

1st  Injection 32 

2nd  Injection 45 

3rd  Injection 34 


Vaccinations  ... 


17 
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FALKIRK  TOWN  COUNCIL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE. 


Summary  of  Work  from  5th  July  - 31st  December,  1948. 


Cases  carried 

forward  from  5th  July 

..  116 

New  Cases  nursed  

..  303 

419 

Results. 

Convalescent 

. 260 

Transferred  to 

Hospital  

18 

Deaths  ... 

48 

Remaining  on 

books  

93 

419 

Nature  of  Cases  nursed. 

Medical 

175 

Visits 

7,973 

Surgical 

60 

Visits 

2,227 

Maternity 

68 

Visits 

1,470 

Casual  . . . 

129 

11,799 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Domiciliary 

Visits. 

1st  Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Total. 

Ante-Natal 

240 

315 

555 

Post-Natal  ...  

353 

63 

416 

Infants  

392 

2,552 

2,944 

Children,  1-5  years 

31 

2,716 

2,747 

Tuberculosis  Supervisory 

— 

— 

692 

Tuberculosis  Nursing 

— 

— 

199 

Infectious  Diseases  Contacts 

29 

67 

96 

7,649 
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CLINIC  ATTENDANCES. 


Kerse  Lane. 

No.  of  Pts.  Visits. 

Ante-Natal  ...  245  1,437  Tuberculosis  .. 

Infants  ...  283  1,033  Light  therapy 

Children,  1-5  yrs.  65  508  Scabies 

T.B.  Contacts  .. 

2,978 


No.  of  Pts.  Visits. 

107  428 

324  2,376 

44  126 

756  1,017 


3,947 


Patients  attending  Clinics  were  supplied  with  Virol, 
Roboleine,  Kepler  Malt,  Cod  Liver  Oil  Capsules,  Emulsion, 
Vitamins,  etc.;  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamins  A. 
and  D.  Tablets  were  supplied  to  Ante-Natal  patients. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A.P.T. — 1st  Injection  ...  8 

2nd  Injection...  16 
Boosting  Dose  5 


Whooping-Cough  and 
Diphtheria. 

D.P.P. — 1st  Injection  ...  113 
2nd  Injection...  92 
3rd  Injection  ...  119 


Whooping-Cough. 

1st  Injection  

10 

2nd  Injection 

10 

3rd  Injection 

9 

Vaccinations  

20 

Camelon  Clinic. 

No. 

of  Pts. 

No.  of  Visits. 

Infants  

58 

439 

Children,  1 - 5 years 

43 

295 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Whooping-Cough  and 

Diphtheria. 


APT— 1st  Injection  ...  11  D.P.P— 1st  Injection  ...  107 

2nd  Injection...  12  2nd  Injection...  92 

Boosting  Dose  1 3rd  Injection  ...  71 

Whooping-Cough. 

1st  Injection  12 

2nd  Injection 10 

3rd  Injection 16 


Vaccinations 


12 


13 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


Before 

5.7.48 

Total  Number  of  Births  (including 
still-births)  occurring  in  the 
area  during  year  — that  is, 
before  correction  for  mother’s 
residence  ...  ...  7oo 


Number  of  Births  in  (a)  classified 
to  show  type  of  case  and 
whether  doctor  present  at  con- 
finement: — 


Remainder 
of  year 


629 


Cases  dealt  with  under 

Maternity  Services  (Scot- 
land Act,  1937:— 

(a)  Doctor  present  at 

confinement  ...  8 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  80 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 
23  (2)  of  the  National 

Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947:— 

(a)  Doctor  engaged 
but  not  present  at 


confinement 
(b)  Doctor  engaged 
but  not  present  at 

— 

10 

confinement 
(c)  Midwife  alone  (no 

— 

79 

doctor  engaged)  ... 

— 

— 

Other  domiciliary  cases 

Cases  attended  at  institutions 
(including  private  mater- 
nity and  nursing  homes)  in 

the  area  of  the  local  health 

nil 

nil 

authority 

650 

540 

14 


Milk  Supplies. 

The  supply  of  milk  to  various  types  of  cases  attending 
the  Clinic  here  continues.  This  is  considered  essential  in 
the  scheme  for  prevention  of  illness,  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  Tuberculosis,  Malnutrition,  Deficiency  Diseases,  etc. 
It  is,  however,  considered  well-invested  money  and  strictest 
supervision  is  kept  upon  the  issue  of  milk  certificates,  con- 
fining them  to  the  appropriate  type  of  case.  There  is  no 
need  to  comment  further  upon  the  supply  nor  to  enlarge 
upon  the  statement  issued  in  the  report  of  1947  except  that 
the  scheme  is  still  being  extended  to  include  contacts  and 
it  is  hoped  by  concentrating  upon  the  contacts  that  ulti- 
mately the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  will  be  somewhat 
reduced. 


Health  Education. 

It  has  been  found,  during  the  past  year,  that  a small 
organised  film  show  and  health  talk  held  in  the  Clinic  was 
much  more  successful  and  largely  attended  by  a much  more 
interested  and  enthusiastic  audience  than  those  health  lec- 
tures and  demonstrations  held  in  the  public  halls  or  cinemas. 
A series  of  interesting  films  were  shown  during  the  latter 
part  of  1948  of  a type  applicable  to  the  mother  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  her  child  at 
home. 

This  scheme  is  being  further  developed  and  it  is  hoped 
that  further  film  shows,  health  talks  and  discussions  will  be 
held  during  the  year  1949. 

The  furthering  of  health  talks  within  the  community  is 
one  of  the  methods  employed  in  an  attempt  to  make  the 
community  health-minded. 

Home  and  Domestic  Helps. 

The  scheme  for  Domestic  Helps  is  now  in  operation  and 
would  appear  to  be  giving  satisfaction.  At  the  moment 
there  are  four  full-time  Domestic  Helps  employed  within 
the  Burgh  and  a number  of  part-time  Domestic  Helps. 
Recently  the  Town  Council  approved  of  a scheme  of  re- 
payment which  appears  to  be  satisfactory.  Application  for 
the  assistance  in  the  home  by  a Domestic  Help  is  made 
through  the  Public  Health  Department  and  each  applica- 
tion is  carefully  examined  and  investigated  before  the  Help 
is  allocated.  So  far,  satisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  all 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  service.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  a scheme  of  Domestic  Helps  for  night  duty 
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might  be  considered  and,  at  the  moment,  the  whole  situa- 
tion is  being  reviewed  in  an  attempt  to  gauge  the  demand 
for  such  services.  This  service  would  be  particularly  appli- 
cable to  elderly  people  and  would  not  in  any  way  be  set  up 
in  competition  nor  would  it  in  any  way  replace  the  nursing 
services. 


HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELPS. 


Table. 

(I.)  Number  of  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year: — 


(a)  Whole-time  1 

(b)  Part-time  2 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis — £2  15/-  per  week  paid  to 
full-time  domestic  help. 

(II.)  Number  of  cases  taken  during  year  50 

(III.)  Average  period  of  assistance  2J  weeks 


Day  Nurseries. 

The  three  Day  Nurseries  within  the  Burgh  continue  to 
carry  out  their  excellent  work  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  waiting-lists  for  admission  continue  to  increase. 
It  may  be  that  the  Council  will  require  to  consider  either 
enlarging  the  existing  nurseries  or  setting-up  other  nurseries 
within  the  area.  As  before  emphasised,  the  nurseries  form 
an  important  part  of  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme  and  must 
not  be  thought  of  as  relieving  the  parents  of  their  responsi- 
bility. So  much  benefit  is  obtained  by  the  child,  both  physi- 
cally and  psychologically,  by  attending  the  nursery.  It  is 
much  more  satisfactory  to  realise  that  the  child’s  time  is 
being  employed  either  in  organised  play  or  instruction, 
whereas  the  child  at  home  is  usually  left  to  find  his  or  her 
own  amusement  and  is  an  added  responsibility  of  the  already 
harassed  mother  and  besides,  the  nurseries  do  prepare  the 
child  for  the  discipline  of  the  elementary  school  later  on. 

Provision  of  materials  given  out  to  Local  Practitioners 
for  immunisation  purposes. 

Alum  Precipitated  Toxiod 15  c.c.s. 

Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic  110  c.c.s. 
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Provision  of  Insulin. 


Twenty  females  who  were  suffering  from  Diabetes  were 
supplied  with  insulin  in  tubes  of: — 


20  units  per  c.c. 

40  units  per  c.c.  ... 
80  units  per  c.c.  ... 


48 

48 

36 


Protamine  Zinc  Insulin. 

40  units  per  c.c 502 

Total  number  of  tubes  issued 634 


Vaccination  (Scotland)  Act,  1907  up  to  5/7/48. 

The  number  of  conscientious  objections  recorded  during 
the  period  commencing  1st  January  and  ended  5th  July,  1948, 
was  195. 


Return  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  during  the  Year. 
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Cases 
notified 
in  a 

previous 
year and 
removed 
to 

hospital 
for  the 
first  time 
during 
1948 
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Return  showing  the  Number  of  Cases,  with  their  Home  Residence,  in  the  area  who  received 
Treatment  in  Sanatoria  or  other  Institutions  during  the  year. 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  D ecember,  1948,  who  were  known 
Keturn  oi  numuc  to  be  sufEering  from  Tuberculosis.  
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Respiratory  & Non-Respiratory,  Total 


Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  Died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year  with 
particulars  as  to  period  elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from 
an  Institution  and  Death. 
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died  more  than  28  days 
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Tuberculosis. 


Occupation  of  46  Cases  notified  in  1948. 


At  home 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 
3 1 

Service  Case  

3 

1 

Charge-hand  

1 

— 

Shop  Assistant  

1 

— 

Clerkess  

— 

2 

Housewife...  

5 

— 

Schoolgirl 

— 

1 

Old-Age  Pensioner 

3 

— 

Clerk  

3 

— 

No  occupation  

1 

— 

Sweet-wrapper  

— 

1 

Barman  

2 

— 

Butcher  

1 

— 

Shop  Assistant  

1 

— 

Unemployed 

1 

— 

Typist  

1 

— 

Labourer  

1 

— 

Bus  Driver  

1 

— 

Brick  Worker  

1 

— 

Civil  Servant  

1 

— 

Cashier  

1 

— 

Laundry  Worker 

1 

— 

Iron  Moulder  

1 

— 

Inspector  Munitions 

1 

— 

Electrician  

1 

— 

Schoolboy 

1 

2 

Drawer  

— 

1 

Storekeeper  

1 

— 

Total 

37 

9 

Financial  Assistance  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme 
up  to  4th  July,  1948. 


Total  number  of  applications  made  ...  ...  ...  154 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  applications 

granted  were  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Applications  withdrawn  2 

Applications  refused 26 

Rejected  on  medical  grounds  7 

Rejected  on  financial  grounds  19 

Total  amount  in  allowances  paid  out  from  1st 

July,  1947,  to  4th  July,  1948,  was  £1,432  18  10 
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FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 
MATERNITY  HOME  — BURGH  PATIENTS. 
STATISTICS 

1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948. 


Total  Admissions  from  Burgh 

1.  Ante-Natal  Cases  — 22. 

Conditions  found: — 

Hyperemesis 

Pyelitis  ' 

False  Labour 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia  . . . 

Cardiac  Condition 
Essential  Hypertension 
Antepartum  Haemorrhage 
Results: — 

Satisfactory 

2.  Normal  Deliveries  without  Complications  — 137. 
Results: — 

Satisfactory 

3.  Normal  Deliveries  with  Complications  — 28. 

Complications  found: — 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia 
Pyelitis 

Antepartum  Haemorrhage 
Essential  Hypertension 
Results: — 

Satisfactory 

Transferred  to  Burgh  Hospital 

(Cause  of  transfer— Puerperal  Pyrexia). 

4.  Abnormal  Deliveries 14. 

Conditions  found: — 

Delay  in  Labour  ... 

Contracted  Pelvis 
Breech  in  Primigravida 
Disproportion 
Antepartum  Haemorrhage 


187 


1 

2 

2 

11 

1 

3 

2 
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137 


15 

3 

4 
6 


27 

1 


6 

1 

2 

1 

4 


r 
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Treatment: — 

Forceps  Delivery  ... 

Caesarean  Section 
Breech  Extraction 

Results: — 

Satisfactory 14 

5.  Post-Natal  Cases  — 1. 

Condition  found: — 

Retained  Placenta  1 

Treatment: — 

Blood  transfusion  and  manual  removal  of 

Placenta 1 

Result: — 

Satisfactory 1 

6.  Infants  Born  — 179. 

Still-births 2 

Monsters: — 

Hydrocephalus,  1;  Anencephalus,  1 ...  2 

Cause  of  Still-birth: — 

Toxaemia  of  Mother  1 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7.  Infantile  Mortality  — 5. 

Causes  of  Death: — 

Prematurity  2 

Atelectasis 1 

Erythroblastosis  Foetalis  1 

Imperforate  Anus 1 


05  CO  <M 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  EACH  MONTH. 
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Notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  included. 
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YEAR  1948 


Infectious  Diseases 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Ward 

4 

Ward 

5 

Total 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5 

* Diphtheria 

5 

7 

4 

7 

13 

36 

Dysentery 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

8 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

3 

6 

5 

18 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

3 

- 

2 

1 

6 

Measles 

101 

41 

54 

108 

128 

432 

Primary  Pneumonia 

22 

1 

8 

10 

11 

52 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

12 

26 

66 

45 

189 

x Tuberculosis 
Pulmonary 

13 

6 

7 

6 

5 

37 

x Tuberculosis 
Non -Pulmonary 

_ 

3 

3 

3 

9 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

- 

1 

3 

2 

- 

6 

Pneumonia,  (not 
otherwise  notifiable) 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Malaria 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

190 

77 

11 

214 

217 

808 

* Only  22  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  were  confirmed, 
x Notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  included. 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years. 


Disease 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

^Diphtheria  . 

54 

40 

34 

22 

33 

103 

82 

54 

47 

36 

Erysipelas 

20 

7 

11 

20 

33 

24 

14 

17 

16 

18 

scarlet  Fever 

70 

23 

18 

47 

94 

201 

97 

60 

93 

189 

hierperal  Fever  . 

4 

5 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

7 

2 

hierperal  Pyrexia 

2 

7 

3 

2 

10 

12 

6 

4 

1 

2 

3erebro-spinal 

Fever 

4 

25 

22 

9 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

5 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . 

1 

6 

— 

2 



4 

1 

2 

2 



^.cute 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 



9 

— 

Primary 

Pneumonia  . 

52 

63 

22 

28 

49 

48 

46 

79 

66 

52 

influenzal 

Pneumonia 

4 

12 

7 

25 

15 

7 



4 



6 

Pneumonia 

(otherwise  not 
notifiable) 

5 

4 

6 

4 

4 

Dhickenpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

37 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

101 

405 

82 

21 

8 

Measles  . 

26 

598 

38 

381 

27 

367 

178 

523 

33 

432 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

3 

2 

2 

5 

12 

17 

- 

9 

— 

Undulant  Fever  . 

— 

3 — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

1 

6 

Para-Typhoid 
Fever  A . 

1 

Para-Typhoid 
Fever  B . 





1 

J 



_ 









Typhoid  Fever 

1 

Malaria  . 

1 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica . . 

1 

Totals 

239 

789 

162 

542 

288 

892 

893 

842 

315 

762 

* Only  22  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  were  confirmed. 
Tuberculosis  notifications  not  included. 
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BURGH  OF  FALKIRK. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the  Burgh  of 
Falkirk  by  the  Bacteriology  Department,  University  of 
Edinburgh,  from  January  to  December,  1948. 


January  - December. 
Positives.  Totals. 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined 
for  B.diphtheria  - 

Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined 
for  haemolytic  streptococci  and  other 
pathogenic  organisms 

Positive  haemolytic  streptococci 
Sputum  examined  for  B.tuberculosis  by  the 
microscopic  method 

Urine  and  faeces  examined  for  B.tubercu- 
losis by  the  microscopic  method  + 
Cultivation  test  for  B.tuberculosis0  (sputum 

and  other  specimens)  

Animal  inoculation  for  B.tuberculosis 
(sputum  and  other  specimens)  ...  ... 

Pleural  and  peritoneal  fluid  for  general  bac- 
teriological examination  (including 
B.tuberculosis  by  the  microscopic 

method + ) •••,  .• 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  general  bacterio- 
logical examination  (including  examin- 
ation (for  B.tuberculosis) 

Blood  for  Widal  reaction  (including  agglu- 
tination for  B. abortus)  ...  ...  ••• 

Blood  clot  cultures  from  specimens  sub- 
mitted for  Widal  reaction  ... 

Faeces  and  urine*  examined  tor 

organisms  of  enteric  and  dysentery 

groups . • • 

B.dysenteriae  Sonne 

Faeces  examined  for  protozoa  and  hel- 
minth ova  • • • ■ 

Pus  for  general  bacteriological  examina- 
tion ...  •••  . •••  . 

Urine  for  general  bacteriological  examina- 
tion   

Blood  for  Wassermann  reaction  


— 204 

— 340 
79 

14  77 

2 7 

1 11 

— 11 


— 3 

— 13 

— 4 

— 4 

— 34 

4 — 

— 1 

— 1 

— 7 

2 11 
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Syphilis  flocculation  test — method  of  Bac- 
teriology Department,  Edinburgh 

University  2 11 

Kahn  “ verification  ” test  for  syphilis  ...  1 2 

Kahn  test  for  syphilis i 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  biochemical  exami- 
nation ...  ...  ...  ..  lO 

Vaginal,  uterine  and  urethral  swabs  and 
smears  for  haemolytic  streptococci, 
gonococcus  and  general  bacteriological 

examination 2 

Complement  fixation  test  for  gonococcal  in- 
fection   1 

Swabs  examined  for  thrush  fungus  ...  10  10 

Miscellaneous  examinations 1 

Cerebro-Spinal  fluid  for  Wassermann 

reaction  ...  ...  2 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  colloidal  gold 

curve ...  ...  ...  i 2 

Paul-Bunnell  test  for  glandular  fever  ...  1 4 

Water  for  complete  bacteriological 

examination ...  20 

Water  for  presumptive  B.  coli  test — 20 

Total  water  specimens  examined,  20. 

Ice  cream  for  complete  bacteriological 

examination ...  1 

Ice  cream  for  B.  coli  content — 1 

816 


+ After  concentration  of  specimen. 
Negative  by  microscopic  method. 
*This  number  includes  repeat  tests. 
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Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  Report  for  year  ending  1948. 
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Scarlet  Fever  . 
Scarlet  Fever  and 
Chickenpox 
Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria 
Diphtheria 
Diphtheria  and 
Mumps 
Pneumonia 
Pneumonia  and 
Measles 

Pneumonia  and 
Mumps 

Lobar  Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy 
Bronchial  Pneumon: 
Bronchial  Pneumoni 
and  Measles 
Bronchial  Croup 
Bronchitis  . 

Gastro- Enteritis 
Poliomyelitis 
Poliomyel  itis — 
Meningitis  . 
Meningitis 
Erysipelas  . 

Measles 

German  Measles 
Tonsilitis  . 

Marasmus  . 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
and  Mastitis 
Abortion  . 

Mumps  and 

Rheumatism 
Herpses 

Influenza  . ... 

Epidemic  Encephalitis 
Dysentery  . 
Streptococcal 
Tonsilitis  . 
Nasopharyngitis  and 
Meningisimus 
Tracheal  Spasm 
Glandular  Fever 


159 


1 

26 

1 

24 


160 

2 

1 

31 

1 

24 

4 

1 


5602 

81 

58 

1391 


42 

1066 

106 

24 

12 

105 

25 

17 
53 
62 

9 

5 

102 

252 

63 

4 

102 

30 
83 

12 

18 

24 

25 

31 
24 
65 

88 

9 

10 
14 


33.34 

40.5 
58 

43.47 

42 

36.76 

26.5 

24 
12 

26.25 

25 
17 

24.25 

15.5 

9 

5 

25.4 

28 

21 

4 

34 

15 

27.66 

12 

6 

24 

25 
31 
24 
13 

29.33 

9 

10 
7 


TOTAL 


23  I 275  | 271 


20  I 9,614  | 783.96 
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SANATORIUM. 


T.B.  Return  for  year  ending:  31.12.48. 


P.T.B. 

1.  1. 48- 

Patients  remaining  17 
Patients  admitted  ...  23 
Patients  discharged  12 
Patients  died  10 

31.12.48— 

Patients  remaining  18 

P.T.B.  and  N/P.T.B. 

1.  1. 48- 

Patients  remaining  1 
Patients  discharged  1 

31.12.48 — 

Patients  remaining  — 

Total  in  Wards  at  31.12.48 
Days  in  residence 


n/p.t.b. 

1.  1. 48- 

Patients  remaining  3 
Patients  admitted  ...  6 
Patients  discharged  4 

31.12.48 — 

Patients  remaining  5 

OBSERVATION. 

1.  1.48 — 

Patients  remaining  — 
Patients  admitted  ...  18 
Patients  discharged  4 

31.12.48— 

Patients  remaining  14 

37 

9,221 


DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  two  female  deaths  from  the  principal 
epidemic  diseases  during  1948.  This  was  equal  to  a death 
rate  of  0.05  per  1000  of  the  population.  These  include  the 
following: — 

Diphtheria 1 

Influenza  ...  1 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  OTHER  PRINCIPAL 

DISEASES. 

Tuberculosis.— There  were  17  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  1948.  There  were  9 males  and  8 females. 
This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.44  per  1000  of 
the  population. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year  1948. 

Pneumonia.— There  were  16  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Pneumonia  during  1948,  of  which  7 were  males  and  9 
females.  This  was  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.41  per  1000  of 
the  population. 
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Other  Respiratory  Diseases.— Including  Bronchitis  there 
were  32  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  21 
males  and  11  females.  The  figure  for  1947  was  43  deaths. 
The  death  rate  for  1948  was  0.83  per  1000  of  the  popula- 
tion while  that  for  1947  was  1.1  per  1000  of  the  population. 


Cancer— There  were  71  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the 
year— 40  males  and  31  females— giving  an  annual  death  rate 
of  1 8 per  1000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  Cancer  during  1947  was  55,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.4 
per  1000  of  the  population. 


Vascular  Diseases,  — There  were  116  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  heart,  of  which  59  were  males  and  57  females^ 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  caused  61  deaths,  31  being  males  and 
30  females.  Deaths  from  other  circulatory  diseases  num- 
bered 9,  there  being  2 males  and  7 females  The  total  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases,  therefore,  is  186, 
which  is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  4.1  During  the 
year  1947  there  were  124  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases 
Deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases  account  for  26  per  cent,  ot 
the  total  deaths  in  the  burgh. 


PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever.-There  were  189  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  1948  as  compared  with  93  m 1947.  ine 
largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  February.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 


The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was 

East  

West  

Middle  

North  

Camelon  


as  follows: — 

40 

12 

26 

66 

45 


Diphtheria— There  were  36  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during  1948.  Thirty-five  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Twenty-two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  confirmed. 


The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  notified  was  as 


follows: — 

East  ... 

West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 


5 

7 

4 

7 

13 
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One  death  was  registered  as  dying  from  Diphtheria. 
Actually  this  patient  died  from  Uraemia  in  the  Royal  In- 
firmary, to  which  she  was  transferred  after  recovery  from 
Diphtheria. 

Malaria. — One  case  was  notified  in  Ward  3 during  the 
year. 

Erysipelas— There  were  18  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified 
during  1948.  Nine  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was 

East 

West  

Middle  

North  

Camelon 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia.  — There  were  52  cases 
notified  during  1948  as  compared  with  66  cases  notified  in 
1947. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as 

East 

West  

Middle  

North  

Camelon  

Influenzal  Pneumonia.  — There  were  six  cases  notified 
during  1948.  The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as 
follows: — 

East  nil 

West  1 

Middle  3 

North  2 

Camelon nil 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  — There  were 
four  cases  notified  during  1948. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East } 

West  nil 

Middle  nil 

North  2 

Camelon 1 


follows: — 

22 

1 

8 

10 

11 


as  follows: — 

2 

2 

3 

6 

5 


36 


Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  — There  were  five  cases  of 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  notified  during  1948. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East 3 

West  1 

Middle  nil 

North  nil 

Camelon 1 

Measles. — There  were  432  cases  of  Measles  notified  in 
1948.  This  was  a marked  increase  from  1947  when  33  cases 
were  notified. 


The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  101 

West  41 

Middle  54 

North  115 

Camelon  121 


Pneumonia  not  otherwise  notifiable. — There  were  four 
cases  notified  during  the  year. 


The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  nil 

West  1 

Middle  1 

North  1 

Camelon 1 


Dysentery. — There  were  8 cases  of  Dysentery  notified 
during  1948.  This  was  a marked  decrease  from  1947,  when 
21  cases  were  notified. 


The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  3 

West  2 

Middle  nil 

North  1 

Camelon 2 


Encephalitis  Lethargica. — There  was  one  case  notified 
in  Ward  5 during  the  year. 

Acute  Infective  Hepatitis. — There  were  6 cases  notified 
during  the  year  1948. 
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The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows- 

East  - nil 


West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 


3 

nil 

2 

1 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— There  were  37  cases  notified 
SrT947  year  1948  COmpared  with  41  cases  during  the 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows' 

East  in 


West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  — There  were  9 notifi 

r^treTaerdi9d4rg  the  year  1948  ^ 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  — 
Bast  niI 


West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 


nil 

3 

3 

3 


SEWAGE  WORKS,  DALDERSE. 


Operational  Report  for  year  ending  15th  May,  1949. 


Recorded  flow  of  sewage  to  Works 

Average  daily  flow 

Raw  sludge  treated 

Digested  sludge  pumped  to  drying  beds 


1,559,978,630  gallons 
4,273,887  gallons 
17,149  tons 
7,202  tons 


Average  analysis  for  year. 


Results  expressed  in 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 

B.O.D.  (5-day)  

Suspended  solids  . 

Chloride  (as  Cl.)  


parts  per  100,000. 


Raw  Sewage.  Final  Effluent. 

H.l  6.2 

27.6  13.8 

39.26  12.22 

7.34  7.30 
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2.834  cubic  feet. 
0.055  cubic  feet. 

64.6% 

32.1% 

3.3% 

Nil 


Sludge  Analysis. 

Raw  Sludge.  Digested  Sludge. 

Organic  Matter  58.91%.  Organic  M^ter  53  87% 

Dry  Solids  10.28%  w S°ll1is% 

Mineral  Matter  41.09%.  Mineral  Matter  46.13% 

Average  volume  and  composition  of  gas. 

Per  day  ...  

Per  head  of  population  ... 

Composition: — 

Methane 

Carbon  Dioxide  

Hydrogen  ... 

Oxygen 
Gross  calorific  value,  667. 

SEWAGE  WORKS. 

The  traction  drive  wheels  from  both  clarifiers  and  the 
Detritor  and  the  carriage  guide  wheels  were  removed  an 
had  the  worn  parts  built  up.  New  keys  were  fitted  to 
clarifier  and  Detritor  drive  shafts. 

Six  worn  valve  spindles  on  the  sludge  line  were  re- 
moved and  repaired,  and  the  valve  gates  and  guides  were 
refaced. 

Both  sludge  pumps  were  overhauled  and  repacked,  and 
a broken  bush  in  No.  2 pump  was  replaced. 

Both  clarifiers  were  shut  down  in  turn  and  emptied, 
and  tons  of  grease  and  tar-infected  sludge  and  grit  were 
removed  from  the  sumps  by  hand. 

The  sludge  pipes  from  the  clarifiers  to  the  pumps  were 
clea^Cd  out  at  the  same  time,  from  which  much  tarry  sludge 
wasr  removed. 

For  over  a month  we  have  been  working  on  the  sludge 
pipe  between  the  sludge  pumps  and  the  digester  removing 
the  greasy,  tarry  deposit  from  this  pipeline.  The  work 
will8be  completed  by  washing  out  the  pipe  with  a strong 
solution  of  caustic  soda. 

The  digester  turntable  top  and  all  exterior  working 
parts  were  dismantled  and  returned  to  the  makers  at  the 
latter’s  request,  the  digester  driving  gear  has  been  shut 
down  now  for  over  two  years. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  digester,  all  the  plant  at  the 
works  has  had  a thorough  check  up  and  adjustments  and 
repairs  carried  out  where  necessary.  All  plant  is  operating 
efficiently  meantime. 

PUMPING  STATIONS. 


Carronside. 

New  sets  of  slip  rings  have  been  fitted  to  each  motor, 
shafts  lined  up,  shaft  bearings  scraped  and  refitted. 

The  impellor  blades  in  each  pump  have  been  adjusted 
and  the  knife  blades  sharpened.  Owing  to  their  worn  con- 
dition, these  pumps  have  to  be  serviced  carefully  and  often 
to  keep  them  running. 

The  sump  has  been  cleaned  out  three  times  during  the 
year,  and  tons  of  coarse  grit  and  stones  have  been  removed 
by  manual  labour. 

Abbotshaugh. 

New  floats  and  float  rods  fitted.  Two  of  the  pumps 
were  dismantled  in  turn  and  adjustments  carried  out.  The 
remaining  pump  has  been  dismantled  for  more  than  18 
months  awaiting  parts  from  the  makers. 

The  pumps  at  this  station  are  not  so  badly  worn  as  are 
those  at  Carronside  as  they  have  considerably  less  pumping 
to  do,  but  this  condition  won’t  last  so  long  as  two  pumps 
have  to  do  the  work  of  three. 

Tide  Valve  House. 

Practically  continuous  trouble  has  been  experienced 
with  the  starter  panels,  due  mostly  to  dampness  and  occa- 
sional overloads.  Both  panels  will  require  to  be  rewired. 
This  operation  was  undertaken  by  the  Electricity  Board  last 
November  but,  so  far,  nothing  more  than  a survey  has  been 
done. 

Sewage  Works, 
Dalderse, 

Falkirk. 

The  managers  of  sewage  disposal  undertakings  were 
charged  with  the  efficient  and  businesslike  working  of  their 
plants,  and  rightly  so,  but  so  long  as  the  intermittent  dis- 
charge of  trade  waste  was  received  at  sewage  works  not 
designed  for  its  reception,  satisfactory  results  could  not  be 
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obtained  In  my  opinion  the  fundamental  points  in  the 
question  of  trade  waste  treatment  are  design  of  plant  and 
controlled  flow  at  the  offending  works. 


As  I have  previously  pointed  out,  no  one  wishes  to  vic- 
timise the  manufacturer  who  had  trade  effluents  to  dispose 
of  but,  with  all  sympathy  for  him,  it  should  be  stated  quite 
clearly  that  he  was  the  root  cause,  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  serious  and  persistent  pollution  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works. 


The  composition  and  volume  of  the  trade  waste  dis- 
charges received  into  the  sewage  works  at  present  are  so 
pronounced  as  to  completely  dominate  the  character  of  t e 
sewage  by  polluting  the  settled  and  settleable  solids  and 
thereby  disturbing  the  balance  of  treatment. 


Plants  dealing  with  heavy  trade  effluent  flows  should 
be  specially  designed  in  order  to  obtain  maximum  efficiency, 
and  the  authoritv.  with  a properly-designed  works,  would 
reap  the  benefit  of  its  foresight  in  a purer  final  effluent  and 
non-pollution  of  the  sewage  disposal  works. 


It  therefore  emerges  that  the  progressive  authority  and 
the  skilled  works  operator  would  have  every  opportunity 
and  inducement  for  the  full  exercise  of  their  capabilities 
given  adequate  and  properly-designed  plant,  and  the  effect 
of  this  would  be  to  ensure  that  their  efforts  brought  a fitting 
reward,  instead  of  being  spoiled  by  extraneous  factors  over 
which  they  had  no  control. 


It  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  keep  the  plant  at 
the  Sewage  Works  and  Pumping  Stations  in  working  order 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  replacement  of  worn 
parts,  mechanical  and  electrical. 


This  point  is  well  illustrated  when  I say  that  two  years 
and  one  month  ago  replacements  for  the  digester  were 
ordered  from  the  makers,  and  one  year  and  eight  months 
ago  parts  for  the  sewage  pumps  were  ordered  also  from 
the  makers  These  replacements  are  still  awaited  despite 
repeated  letters  and  phone  calls  to  the  interested  parties. 


In  conclusion  I would  point  out  that,  apart  from  our 
troubles  with  trade  waste,  the  works  are  grossly  overloaded, 
and  that  they  were  not  designed  to  treat  to-days  greatly 
increased  flow. 


H.  TYRE. 
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Factories. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

M/c 

line 

Number 

on 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

No. 

actories  in  which  Sec- 
ons  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
> be  enforced  by  Local 
uthorities 

1 

52 

16 

1 

1 

factories  not  included 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
enforced  by  the  Local 
uthority 

2 

203 

78 

2 

2 

Other  Premises  in 
hich  Section  7 is  en- 
>rced  by  the  Local 
uthority  (excluding 
it-worker’s  premises. 

3 

7 

22 

1 

3 

TOTAL 

262 

116 

4 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

irred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

at  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

4 

5 

5 

4 

rcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

1 

1 

5 

easonable  temper- 

ature (S.3) 

6 

g 

lequate  venti- 

lation (S.4) 

7 

7 

fective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

8 

g 

itary  conveniences 

(S7) 

l insufficient 

9 

2 

2 

q 

) unsuitable  or  de- 

if 

fective 

10 

10 

4 

10 

10 

not  separate  for 

sexes 

11 

11 

3r  offences  against 

e Act  (not  includ- 

es offences  relating 

Outwork) 

12 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

18 

10 

12 

60 
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The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Annual  Report: — 

Factories. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  inspections  were  made  of  fac- 
tories during  the  year,  and  alterations  to  sanitary  accom- 
modation in  three  premises  resulted  m the  installation  of 
13  water-closets,  1 urinal  and  5 wash-hand  basins. 

There  are  262  factories  on  the  register,  and  18  defects 
were  noted  during  inspections  or  were  reported  by  H.1VL 
Inspector  of  Factories.  Ten  of  these  defects  were  remedied 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing. 

The  table  below  gives  the  details  of  Local  Authority 
houses. 


Number 

of 

houses. 


1919  Act  Scheme  230 

1923  Act  Scheme  H2 

Insanitary  Area  Scheme  1270 

Composite  Schemes...  1320 

Bog  Road  Extension  . 278 

Windsor  Road  132 

East  Carmuirs  200 


Totals 


3542 


by  the  Local  Authority. 

Number  Number  Number 

let  since  let  still 

last  report,  to  date.  to  let. 



230 

— 



112 

— 



1270 

— 



1320 

— 

54 

142 

136 

32 

54 

78 

92 

148 

52 

178 

3276 

266 

Rivers  Pollution. 

Since  the  cleaning  of  the  Golf  Course  Burn,  reported 
last  vear  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the 

appears  to  be  no  practical  means  of  eliminating  this. 

In  an  effort  to  determine  the  degree  < 
ins  from  trade  wastes  discharged  into  the  Golf  Course 
13gsamples  were  taken  of  the  burn  before  and  after  passing 
the  sources  of  pollution.  The  Analyst  reports  that  of  these 
samnlesfour  showed  traces  of  undesirable  pollution  This 
matter  has  been  taken  up  with  the  factory  concerned. 

Water  Supply. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  water  for  all  dom^c  f»d 
industrial  purposes  has  been  satisfactory  and  few  complaints 
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were  received.  Any  such  have  been  found  to  be  due  to 
inadequate  service  pipes  or  the  need  for  scouring  water 
mains.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Engineer  of  the  Stirling 
and  Falkirk  Water  Board,  these  have  been  remedied.  The 
consumpt  was  51  gallons  per  head  per  day,  excluding  all 
metered  water,  and  the  total  was  74  gallons  per  head  per 
day. 

Samples  taken  of  the  Board’s  sources  of  supply  have 
shown  that  the  quality  of  the  water,  chemically  and  bac- 
teriologically,  is  of  a high  standard. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  consideration  was  being 
given  to  the  renewal  of  the  pipeline  to  Greenhorn’s  Well, 
which  is  still  used  as  a public  well.  Samples  show  the 
water  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  purposes,  but  the  iron 
content  in  suspension  is  excessive. 

Drainage. 

The  provision  of  an  adequate  water  supply  and  the 
abnormally  high  rainfall  means  that  adequate  drainage 
must  be  provided.  In  many  instances  the  sewers  cannot 
deal  with  both  and  flooding  has  resulted. 

The  Consulting  Engineer  has  now  reported  on  the  whole 
drainage  system,  and  considerable  augmentation  and  im- 
provement of  the  sewers  in  the  Burgh  is  visualised  in  his 
report.  The  Town  Council  have  given  this  problem  serious 
attention,  and  have  authorised  the  Consultant  to  prepare 
schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  main  sewers. 

The  disposal  of  trade  waste  still  remains  a problem 
which  is  dealt  with  under  “ Sewage  Disposal,”  as  the  two 
are  bound  together. 

Thirty-two  alterations  to  existing  drains,  inspected  and 
passed  by  the  Department,  resulted  in  the  installation  of 
47  water-closets,  30  sinks,  41  wash-hand  basins,  1 wash-tub 
and  6 urinals. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  these  trades  in 
the  Burgh,  and  the  Roughcastle  Fish  Works  remains  the 
only  troublesome  factory.  Eighty  inspections  were  made 
of  these  premises. 

The  Fish  Works  effluent  can  be  very  offensive,  and  since 
the  new  drain  has  been  in  operation  complaints  have  been 
received  of  smell  from  manholes  of  the  sewer  during  dis- 
charge of  the  fish  effluent.  The  Burgh  Engineer  has  sealed 
most  of  the  manholes  in  the  Lime  Road  area,  and  dis- 
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connecting  traps  have  been  fitted  to  drainage  systems  which 
previously  discharged  directly  to  the  sewer.  While  some 
improvement  took  place,  the  ventilation  of  this  sewer  re- 
quires to  be  investigated  and  some  means  found  to  ventilate 
the  sewer  other  than  at  street  level.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
the  Town  Council  have  authorised  a scheme  of  improve- 
ment by  the  erection  of  a shaft  at  the  south  end  of  the  sewer 
and  thereafter  sealing  all  street-level  manholes. 

The  management  of  the  Fish  Works  continue  to  co- 
operate with  us  to  secure  improvement  in  their  effluent  and 
efforts  were  made  to  install  evaporators  for  this  liquid,  but 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  plant  had  not  been  in  opera- 
tion. I understand  a new  system  of  treating  fish  is  to  be 
tried,  and  if  this  is  successful  the  management  hope  to 
eliminate  the  effluent  almost  completely.  I have  had  the 
benefit  of  advice  from  Dr.  Birse,  the  Chief  Alkali  Works 
Inspector  of  the  Department  of  Health.  Seventy  inspections 
of  the  sewer  and  the  areas  from  which  complaints  of  smell 
arise  were  made  during  the  year. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  one  cemetery  in  use  is  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  the  efficient  administration  of  the  Superin- 
tendent is  revealed  in  its  well-kept  appearance,  a model  for 
such  places. 

No  progress  has  been  made  with  the  erection  of  a 
crematorium,  which  the  Local  Authority  are  prepared  to 
erect  when  circumstances  permit. 

Burials. 

Six  burials  were  undertaken  by  the  Department  of 
those  unfortunate  people  left  without  relatives  or  friends 
willing  to  undertake  this  duty. 

The  sum  of  £24  3s.  Od.  was  recovered  towards  the  cost 
of  such  burials. 


Food  Administration. 

The  extent  of  the  work  undertaken  under  this  head 
continues  to  grow  and  is  a most  essential  duty  of  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector.  Good,  wholesome  food  supplies,  free  from 
contamination  or  disease,  are  essential  to  the  well-being  of 
the  community,  while  it  is  equally  essential  that  sophistica- 
tion of  food  should  be  rigorously  condemned  and,  where 
possible,  steps  taken  to  prevent  such  a practice.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  little  evidence  was  found  of  such 
practices  in  the  Burgh,  and  I record  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  co-operation  given  by  traders  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties. 
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It  would  be  idle  to  suggest  that  all  is  well.  There  is 
still  much  to  be  done  to  improve  hygiene  in  food  premises 
and  to  educate  food  handlers  in  clean  methods.  It  is  hoped 
that  in  the  near  future  modern  legislation  will  be  available 
to  local  authorities  to  improve  this  aspect  of  food  adminis- 
tration. The  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  must 
only  be  a start  of  the  work  of  improvement  and  the  educa- 
tion of  food  handlers  is  not  the  least  important  of  the  duties 
of  future  food  administration.  Good  premises  and  plant  are 
necessary  and  desirable  and  give  the  basic  foundations  for 
food  hygiene,  but  if  the  persons  using  such  premises  or  plant 
are  careless  or  disinterested,  the  product  will  be  far  from 
satisfactory. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  co-operation  between 
the  Local  Food  Executive  Officer  and  this  Department  has 
resulted  in  improvement  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  food- 
stuffs. Notification  of  any  change  of  occupancy  to  a retail 
foodshop  has  been  made  by  the  Local  Food  Officer  and 
subsequent  inspection  of  the  premises  made  by  this  Depart- 
ment. Improvements  to  the  premises  have  been  suggested 
and  these  have  been  carried  out  by  the  new  tenant  prior  to 
occupation.  By  this  means  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
inspecting  all  fish  and  chip  vans  and  premises  used  in  con- 
nection with  that  business  prior  to  the  owners  being  granted 
the  necessary  allocations  of  fat. 


Slaughter  House. 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  Wholly 

condemned 

Partially 

condemned 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 
of  condemned 
meat  and  offals 

Cattle  

3,461 

66 



63,401 

Calves  

1,591 

10 



388 

Sheep  

22,534 

19 

1 

3,774 

Pigs  

3,145 

20 

1 

2,847 

Totals  ... 

. 30,731 

115 

2 

70,410 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  22, 
The  pasteurisation  plant  in  the  Burgh  was  improved 
as  a temporary  measure  while  awaiting  permission  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  full  reconstruction  of  the  premises.  Boiler 
capacity  was  increased  and  the  plant  altered  to  give  high- 
temperature  short-time  pasteurisation.  No  failures  were 
reported  of  samples  procured  during  the  year.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  reconstruction  of  the  premises  is  proceeding 
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Eighty  samples  were  submitted  to  the  various  tests  for 
graded  milks,  and  the  results  are  classified  in  Table  II.  of 
the  Appendix. 

The  three  failures  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  Test  referred 
to  pasteurised  milk  produced  outwith  the  Burgh. 

The  other  failures  shown  in  the  Table  were  investigated 
and  the  producers  or  retailers  notified.  Follow-up  samples 
were  taken  in  all  instances. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  samples  were  procured 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  12  being  submitted 
formally.  Details  of  the  samples  are  shown  in  Table  IV. 
of  the  Appendix. 

Efforts  to  procure  samples  of  mince  and  sausages  failed 
as  these  do  not  appear  to  be  exposed  for  sale  as  in  former 
years. 

Three  formal  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  Not 
Genuine,  and  in  one  instance  a letter  of  warning  was  sent 
to  the  producer,  while  the  other  two  failures  resulted  in 
Court  proceedings.  In  both  cases  the  Sheriff  found  the 
accused  guilty  and  fined  each  £5.  In  one  instance,  a stated 
case  was  requested  and  resulted  in  the  Sheriff’s  decision 
being  upheld. 

In  last  year’s  report  I mentioned  that  a stated  case  had 
been  taken  by  the  appellant  regarding  a whisky  sample. 
The  judgment  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  is  most  in- 
teresting to  all  concerned  with  the  administration  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act.  The  case  is  reported 
in  the  Scots  Law  Times  Reports,  1948,  Part  50,  Page  535. 
(Cheyne  v.  French). 

Food  Labelling. 

No  failure  to  comply  with  the  Orders  on  Food  Labelling 
was  noted  although,  on  several  occasions  advice  was  given 
to  shop-keepers  on  labelling  when  requested. 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  caused  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  during  the  year.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  inspections  were  made  of  premises  affected 
by  the  Regulations. 

Applications  for  registration  under  the  Regulations  in 
respect  of  56  premises  and  16  vehicles  were  received.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  15  registrations  had  been  granted  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Following  a number  of  meetings  with  the  officials  in 
Stirlingshire  and  Clackmannan  a memorandum  was  pre- 
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pared  of  the  conditions  which  would  be  acceptable  for  ice 
cream  premises  and  would  be  a basis  for  uniform  admini- 
stration m the  two  counties. 

It  was  found  that  throughout  the  country  that  1st 
Nwember,  the  day  by  which  registration  of  premises  would 
be  effectwe,  was  not  practicable,  and  an  Amendment  to  the 
Regulations  postponed  the  operation  of  this  part  of  the 

3latirS+uUntl1  ?uch  tlme  as  the  Local  Authority  had 
dealt  witn  the  applications  for  registration. 

Premises  generally  required  some,  and  in  most  cases 
considerable  alteration.  Now  that  the  applicants  are 
aware  of  the  requirements,  progress  is  being  made  towards 
bringing  the  premises  into  line  for  registration  In  verv 
few  cases,  so  far,  has  there  been  any  difficulty,  and  appli- 

,n  h™3?6  Sh°T+  3 deSlre  t0  meet  the  new  standards  and 
' ’■  expect  to  see  improved  premises  and  equipment, 

and  I sincerely  hope,  improved  handling  methods,  which 
are  most  important.  Good  premises  and  plant  can  make 
the  work  easier,  but  from  a health  standpoint,  the  cleanli- 
ness and  good  methods  of  the  workers  are  the  actual  factors 
in  securing  a clean  and  hygienic  product. 

^J°rtiy-°n?  samPle.s  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
chemical  ^nalysis,  which  showed  wide  variations  in  fat  con- 
tent,  while  42  samples  submitted  to  bacterial  examination 
showed  remarkable  variations,  as  is  shown  below:— 

22  samples  showed  counts  less  than  100  000 

1 sample  showed  counts  between  100  000/200  000 

4 samples  showed  counts  between  200, 000/500, 000 

7 samples  showed  counts  between  500  000 /I  000  000 

8 samples  showed  counts  over  1 000  000  ’ 

13  of  the  samples  showed  positive  B.Coli  in  1/100  ml. 

Other  Foods. 

H™T1}erSa5itary  DePar}ment,  in  the  course  of  their  inspec- 

certify  l^unfiT^ofh  f°Und  U necessary  to  examine  and 
articles  uhuman  consumPtion  the  undernoted 

. ‘ c ,es-  , No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  this  work  and 
the  shopkeepers  were  most  helpful. 

Fruit 

Vegetables 


Sweets 
Meat 
Fish 
Cereals 

Assorted  Foodstuffs 
Tinned  Food,  etc. 
Eggs 
Oil  ... 


703 

17 

874 

295 

236 

182| 

384 

2524 

20 

20 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

tins 

doz. 

galls. 
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Scabies— Males 


